Multiplanar Anatomy of the Head and Neck for Computed Tomography. E Palacios et al. (ed) pp 206 £70 Chichester: John Wiley 1980 This is a useful but most expensive atlas. The authors have cut thin frozen sections in four planesaxial, semi-axial, coronal and sagittal. In their preface they acknowledge the 1911 work of Eycleshymer and Shoemaker but give no credit to the earlier work in 1893 of Sir William Macewen: 'Atlas of Head Sections'. The object of this atlas is to correlate anatomy with radiology and particularly computed tomography. Each anatomical section is accompanied by its radiograph and a CT section at the appropriate level and plane taken in life. As it is not possible with current CT machines to take sagittal head sections, these were obtained by computer reconstruction of axial images. The anatomical sections, photographed on both sides, are all in colour. Beautiful as they are, the reviewer doubts if colour is justified as it must inevitably have made the atlas very much more expensive. The work can be recommended to anyone embarking on the interpretation of CT head scans.
JAMES BULL

Honorary Consultant Radiologist National Hospitalfor Nervous Diseases, London
Surgery of Female Incontinence
Stuart L Stanton & Emil A Tanagho (ed) pp 203 DM 98 Berlin: Springer 1980 It is still a mystery that most women are nearly always dry. The anatomy and neurophysiology of bladder control is apparently so badly adapted to the erect position that occasionally controllable incontinence of small quantities of urine is the lot most women have to bear. It is for uncontrollable incontinence that such a variety of investigations and treatments as are here most lucidly presented have been designed.
The contributors agree that the normal mechanism of bladder function is still only partially understood; but explanations are attempted with slightly different approaches by Malvern of the Chelsea Hospital in London and Krantz of Kansas City.
The operations described range from the standard vaginal repair which most gynaecologists have been doing for years with unpredictable success, to the more modern colposuspension and urethropexy techniques and the somewhat complicated sling techniques.
There are outstanding chapters on the investigation of urinary incontinence and on repairs of fistulae, as well as ureteric diversion operations necessary when all else has proved impossible.
I would have liked to have seen at least a mention of W K Frewen's work on the investigation of the psychological state of the patient, following which the operation may be avoided or modified. But then this is a book of surgical techniques, and excellent and most original it is. Its publication must result in more women being dry with fewer repeat and unsuccessful operations than has been possible previously.
ELLIOT PHILIPP
Honorary Consultant Gynaecologist
Royal Northern Hospital, London
Contemporary Animal Leaming Theory A Dickinson pp 177 £12.50 (hardback) £3.95 (paper) Cambridge University Press 1981 This is a valuable study of the ways in which animals acquire knowledge through experience. The author questions the assumption of a fundamental discontinuity between the cognitive processes of man and animals and suggests that animal studies may throw light on the nature of a general, internal 'language of thought'. The first main section explores the conditions necessary for learning, including behaviourally silent learning, to occur. The second deals with the ways in which knowledge may be represented in the animal's mind; it is argued that declarative as well as procedural learning occurs, i.e. 'knowing that' as well as 'knowing how'. Finally, the mechanisms of learningthe interface between the previous two aspectsare considered in detail.
This most stimulating book may open doors for non-specialists including, among the less obvious, psychiatrists and veterinarians; it is clearly essential reading for psychologists, physiologists, biochemists and pharmacologists.
DAVID ABRAHAMSON
Consultant Psychiatrist
Goodmayes Hospital, Ilford, Essex
